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2019 Board of Governors

President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sandi Sherwood
Vice President  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Juanita Fast
Executive Secretary .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jim Elsten
Recording Secretary .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Amy Tulk
Treasurer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Marilyn Gettys

Member .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Morris Berens
Member .  .  .  .  .  .  . Stephanie Himmelberger
Member .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Richard Sherwood
Member .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ken Thomas
Member .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jim Tulk

2019 Chairs

Concours Chair..........................Ken Thomas
Director of Racing......................... Bob Funk
Directory Editor......................... Karen Lewis
Directory Publisher....................... Bob Lewis
DoubleDay................... Ken & Marie Thomas
Events Chair...............................Ken Thomas
Flag Marshal..................................... Jim Tulk
Co Flag Marshal......................Morris Berens
Greeter........................................ Lois Gettys
Great Western.............................. Greg Fast,
Mike Peters
Historian.....................................Juanita Fast
Membership..................................... Jim Tulk
Merchandise.......................... Marilyn Gettys

Photographer.......................... Marie Thomas
Points Chair....................................Amy Tulk
Points Auditor..............................Juanita Fast
Property..... Phil Glumm, Richard Sherwood,
Laurie Glumm
Raffle............................ Ken & Marie Thomas
Refreshments.......................... Marie Thomas
St. Nix Trix............................ Jim & Amy Tulk
Social Chair.................................Juanita Fast
Spokesman Editor................ Sandi Sherwood
Spokesman Publisher........... Sandi Sherwood
SteakBake.............................. Marilyn Gettys
Timing/Scoring........................ Ellen Lowery
Webmaster.......................... Sandi Sherwood

Club Membership Information
Annual membership dues for the Long Beach MG Club are $30.00, payable during January
and February. On April 1, the names of delinquent members are removed from the roster.
Reinstatement is possible through December of the current year. Please refer to your
Constitution for this provision. For those who seek membership during the year, dues are
pro-rated on a monthly basis. The initiation fee for new members is $5.00.
Club meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 p.m. at College Park
Clubhouse, 808 Stevely Ave., Long Beach.
For information regarding subscriptions to The Spokesman see page 24 of this issue.
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President’s Message

Hi Everyone,
Wow! It is 2020! I can't believe how fast 2019 went by.
I want to share a wish with all of you, that we have a wonderful
2020. I wish for a better year than 2019 for all of us.
Again, I want to thank the Board for all their assistance and
wisdom in 2019. I couldn't have had such a smooth term without
you all.
As we start off the new year, we have our Installation Banquet
on January 25th. This is a Saturday and it is earlier in the new year
than previous years. It also starts earlier, 5:30 cocktails and dinner
at 6:00. I look forward to seeing you all there! For more information
see page 3.
Happy New Year to you all! Let's have a GREAT year!

Mimosa Floats
INGREDIENTS
1/4 c. melted white chocolate
Rainbow sprinkles
1 750-mL bottle of Champagne (or Prosecco)
1 qt. rainbow sherbet
DIRECTIONS
In a small dish, pour melted white chocolate. In another
small dish, pour rainbow sprinkles. Dip champagne
glass rims in melted white chocolate,
then in sprinkles.
Add 1 to 2 scoops of sherbet to each champagne flute.
Top with champagne and serve immediately.
Recipe can be found at:
https://www.delish.com/cooking/recipe-ideas/recipes/a52071/mimosa-floats-recipe/
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Installation Banquet Info
LBMG Club Presents
The 2020 Installation Banquet

January 25th,, 2020

Time:

Cocktails 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:00 p.m.

Cost:

$45.00 per person
(Please send checks by January 18, 2020)

Place:

Recreation Park 18 Golf Course
5001 Deukmejian Drive
Long Beach, CA 90804
Phone: (562) 494-5000

Send checks to:

Juanita Fast
12422 Lambert Circle
Garden Grove, CA 92841
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Rallye ‘Round St. Nix
Rallyemasters Jim & Amy
Another St. Nix Trix has come and gone. This
was the 155th running. I’m kidding of course – I’m not
sure of the exact number, but it has to be way up
there. It’s been around almost as long as LBMG,
and the club is about to celebrate its 70th year.
The rallye started, as it has for the last
few years, in El Dorado Park in Long Beach.
Unfortunately, it quickly became apparent
that the workers outnumbered the participants.
Then, it rained on all of us during the driver’s
meeting, not a good omen. But it did clear up a
little, so when the participants left on the Rallye, they didn’t need to use their
windshield wipers.
We advertised this Rallye as “Short and Tricky.” It was short, traversing
around Long Beach, Los Alamitos, and Seal Beach. The official time to
complete it was around two hours, if one stayed on course and on time. It
really wasn’t all that tricky – a couple of straight-offs and maybe some counting
of signals, but that was about it. For you long-time club members – one of the
checkpoints was at the Recreation Park Golf Course Clubhouse, the club’s
former meeting place. We were told that more club rallyes have been launched
from that location than probably any other.
A Wise Man once said that there is no need to build tricks into a road rallye,
the participants will trick themselves. This is quite true. Our participants saw
right through our built-in “trixs,” but managed to go astray in parts we thought
were pretty straightforward. The caveat “Don’t Over think It” is very true!
After all of this, here are the final results. A big Thank You goes to Stephanie
Himmelberger, Leanne Aguilar, Jim and Bonnie Elsten, and Michael Roedl for
their help in putting on this event; and to all of the participants for coming out
to enjoy the day.
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Aguilar, Jim and Bonnie Elsten, and Michael Roedl for their help in putting on this event; and to all
of the participants for coming out to enjoy the day.

Rallye ‘Round St. Nix Results

Driver &
Navigator
1st
Ken and Marie
Place Thomas
2nd
Phil Glumm &
Place Dawn Warren
(Merry Glumm,
moral support)
MCP – Missed Checkpoint

Leg 1

Leg 2

Leg 3

Leg 4

Leg 5

Total

0.23 min.
(early)
4.70 min.
(late)

1.31 min.
(late)
3.8 min.
(early)

0.55 min.
(late)
10 min.
(late)

0.73
(early)
0.76
(early)

10.0
(late)
MCP

12.82
min.
29.26
min.
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Court and Sentencing
Part Seven in a Series by Amy Tulk
My original court date was set in September, 2018, but my attorney requested an extension
and it was changed to December 10, 2018.
At that time I appeared in court as directed, and was met by a woman attorney that my
attorney had sent in his place. He said it was explained in the contract that I had signed.
Later I looked in the contract and found the clause: “Client expressly authorizes attorney to
use appearance attorney(s) at any and all proceedings and foregoes any demand that Attorney
personally appear at any proceeding.” The appearance attorney seemed rushed, and had
barely arrived just minutes before court was in session. I had the impression that she didn’t
know anything about me, which was surprising because the attorney I had hired had requested
I provide him with tons of material that would speak to my character.
The first thing that the appearance attorney did was confer with the prosecuting attorney,
and she came back to me with the court’s findings and sentencing. The prosecution had added
the charge of hit and run, which was more than what was on the ticket written by the arresting
officer, and I complained. She returned to the prosecuting attorney and came back with that
charge removed, and also had the work service portion of the sentence removed and added to
the community service portion, because she said she told them that I looked “frail”. She also
told me that the judge wanted evidence of restitution, and we called my insurance company to
request that.
The appearance attorney told me that I was not allowed to speak in court unless the judge
requested I speak to him. The sentence was passed, and the judge set a date in January for
the restitution hearing. I was a little annoyed at this point because I felt that the attorney I
had hired should have advised me to obtain evidence of restitution, which I could have easily
obtained, and had in my possession, had I known.
My sentence was as follows: I was placed on 3 years summary probation, which means I
do not have a probation officer, and do not need to report to one, subject to the following terms
and conditions.
1.	 80 hours Community Service
2. Payment of $2,047 fines and fees
3. Payment of a probation revocation restitution fine, which becomes effective upon the
revocation of probation (3 years hence).
4.	 Enroll within 21 days and successfully complete an approved six month alcohol
education program.
5.	 Report to Public Health Investigator in West Covina Courthouse to enroll in the alcohol
education program.
6.	 Enroll and complete the Hospital and Morgue (HAM) Program
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Court and Sentencing Continued:
7.	 Enroll and complete the Victim Impact Program by MADD
(Mothers Against Drunk Driving)
8.	 During probation, must not drive with any measurable level of alcohol or drugs in blood.
9.	 During probation, prohibited from driving without a valid driver’s license in possession or
without liability insurance in the minimum amounts required by law.
10. Advised that murder will be charged if continued vehicle operation under the influence
of drugs or alcohol that results in someone being killed.
11.	If ordered by DMV, comply with installation of ignition interlock device
12.	Obey all laws and orders of the court
13.	Make restitution for all losses
14.	Acknowledge understanding and accept probation conditions
15. Upon completion of probation, may be eligible for dismissal, or a certificate of
rehabilitation.
I have to say that one of the most embarrassing moments of my life was standing in that
courtroom in front of the judge with my husband in the audience. I was very grateful for Jim’s
support, but I would have given anything to not have him witness this.
Jim and I returned to court in January for the restitution hearing. My attorney’s office
confirmed that they had received evidence of restitution from my insurance company. I had
also received a copy of that evidence and had it with me in the courtroom. Jim and I sat in
the court and watched the proceedings of everyone who was there. The appearance attorney
who was supposed to meet us there had not shown up. After addressing everyone who was
in the courtroom, the judge turned to the stack of files that represented no-shows. Jim and I
listened as he perfunctorily ordered warrants and fines for each of them. The fines ranged from
$30,000 to $80,000. When recess was called, I approached the bailiff and asked why we had
not been called. He explained that my attorney had called and was going to be late. I told
the bailiff that I had the evidence of restitution and would like to give it to the court. However,
he explained to me that since I have a private attorney, I am not allowed to present anything
in court. This, after watching all manner of people present to the court on their own behalf,
get their business done, and leave – just one more check in the box labeled ‘why did I hire an
attorney?’ I chuckled a little and told the bailiff I was wondering why I had hired an attorney,
and he said ‘yeah’.
The appearance attorney showed up during the recess, and she gave a copy of the insurance
document to the prosecuting attorney, however the prosecuting attorney also wanted a release
from LADWP. We have no idea why they wanted a release from LADWP, and the appearance
attorney said they are just checking boxes, and that they probably only just recently requested
it of LADWP. I asked her if there was anything I could do to facilitate getting the release from
LADWP, and she said no. The restitution hearing was calendared to February.
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Continued on page 20
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2020 Dues "R" Due!
Yes! I want to pay my dues for 2020!
Name (please print):___________________________________________________________
print):___________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________
Address:
_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Best Contact Phone Number:___________________________________________________
Number:___________________________________________________
Email Address:________________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
Associates Name:_____________________________________________________________
Name:_____________________________________________________________
Member Renewal ($30/year). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $_____________
Spokesman Subscription (including postage)($36/year). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $_____________
Total. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $_____________

Dues R Due! nd
Be sure to se !
them in soon

20
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u
Cl $3
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20

ng
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B

G
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eac
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m
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Make check payable to Long Beach MG Club, Inc.
and mail to:
Long Beach MG Club Inc.
PO Box 99
Lakewood, CA 90714-0099
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Good Guy Points

Good Guy Points through December 15, 2019
Good Guy Points as Calculated through December 15th, 2019
Members
1 Jim Tulk

570

tie Iler Ganz

110

2 Juanita Fast

520

31 Dennis Connor

100

3 Ken Thomas

495

tie Jim Dingwall (did not renew in 2019)

100

tie Marie Thomas

495

tie Les Thompson

100

5 Jim Elsten

420

34 Ron Ferguson

75

6 Mervyn Radley

295

tie Curtis Himmelberger

75

7 Richard Sherwood

290

tie Ernie Prokopovych

75

tie Sandi Sherwood

290

tie Bruce West

75

9 Laurie Glumm

275

38 Dawn Warren

60

tie Phil Glumm

275

39 Garth Reid

40

tie Amy Tulk

275

40 Phil Willliams

15

12 Greg Fast

260

41 Tony Sage

10

13 Marilyn Gettys

250

tie Ron Spring

10

14 Linda Maxwell

240

15 Tom Jones

225

16 Jeanette Bourke

200

1

Bonnie Elsten

300

tie Bob Micheletti

200

2

Rick Bush

275

tie Wayne Phelan

200

3

Laura Hines

210

tie Bobby Webster (did not renew in 2019) 200

4

Merry Glumm

205

20 Stephanie Himmelberger

175

5

Barbara Funk

150

21 Mike Peters

160

6

David Aguilar

75

22 Bob Funk

150

tie Lynee Schneider

75

tie Ellen Lowery

150

tie Patricia West

75

24 Lois Gettys

140

tie Rick Gettys

140

10 Michael Roedl

30

26 Kassie Martinez

130

11 Patricia Ganz

25

27 Bea Nickerson

125

12 Sue Williams

15

28 Morris Berens

120

13 Stacey Smouse

10

29 Leanne Aguilar

110

Associates

9

10

Andrew Martinez

45

Competition Points

Competition Points through December 15, 2019

Competition Points as Calculated through December 15th, 2019

1
tie
3
tie

Members

TB

MR

DD 1

DD 2

GW

SNT

Total

Ken Thomas

97

97

100

100

97

100

591

Marie Thomas

97

97

100

100

97

100

591

Amy Tulk

94

85

100

100

100

100

579

Jim Tulk

94

85

100

100

100

100

579

100

100

73

73

91

97

534

5

Phil Glumm

6

Laurie Glumm

91

94

94

97

94

470

7

Mike Peters

82

88

82

85

100

437

8

Jim Elsten

100

91

88

9

Juanita Fast

82

85

82

90
90

369
339

10

Leanne Aguilar

91

79

76

85

331

tie

Stephanie Himmelberger

91

79

76

85

331

tie

Dawn Warren

85

70

79

97

331

13

Kassie Martinez

100

76

94

14

Greg Fast

15

Garth Reid

85

91

176

16

Richard Sherwood

88

82

170

tie

Sandi Sherwood

88

82

170

18

Phil Williams

97

88

270
100

188

97

Associates
1

Rick Bush

91

94

94

97

94

470

2

Merry Glumm

90

100

73

73

91

427

3

Bonnie Elsten

100

91

88

4

Andrew Martinez

76

94

5

Sue Williams

6

Michael Roedl

Events: Time Bandits
Museum Run

85

90

255

97

97
85

Double Day 1
Double Day 2

11

369

Great Western St
Nix Trix

85

January

1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Years Day
5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BoG Meeting
9 . . . . . General Membership Meeting
13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editing Closes
20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Publishing
25 . . . . . . . 2020 Installation Banquet

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

New
Years Day BoG
Meeting

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Editing
Closes

Publishing

12

GM
Meeting

2020
Installation
Banquet

February

6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BoG Meeting
13 . . . . General Membership Meeting
14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Valentines Day
17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editing Closes
24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Publishing

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Editing
Closes

Publishing

13

BoG
Meeting

GM
Meeting

Valentines
Day

Board of Governors Meeting Minutes
December 5th, 2019
President Sandi Sherwood called the meeting of the
Long Beach MG Club Board of Governors to order at 8:06 p.m.
Members Present: Jim Elsten, Marilyn Gettys, Richard Sherwood, Sandi Sherwood, Ken
Thomas, Amy Tulk, and Jim Tulk.
Guests: Marie Thomas
Minutes: A motion to accept the November 2019 minutes as published in the December 2019
Spokesman was made by Ken Thomas and seconded by Richard Sherwood. Approved by all,
none opposed, no abstentions.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Marilyn Gettys handed out the Treasurer’s Report and itemized
the bills to be paid: web program, web domain, insurance, raffles, and refreshments. Richard
Sherwood made a motion that the bills be paid, the motion was seconded by Jim Elsten.
Approved by all, none opposed, no abstentions.
Membership: Membership Chairman Jim Tulk reported that we have 18 members who will be
earning longevity pins as of 2020. Thirteen of them are for 25 years and more, so are eligible
to be given out at the Installation banquet. Jim and Marilyn then pow-wowed to be sure that
they agreed on the members eligible for longevity pins.
Social: No report. Marilyn Gettys stated that checks for the banquet may be given to her while
Juanita is out of town.
Events: Events Chairman Ken Thomas led the discussion of the upcoming events:
St Nix Trix – Rallyemaster Jim Tulk reported that the rallye has been finalized and that we are
hoping it will not rain on Sunday.
Time Bandits – There will be a new start.
Concours: Concours Chairman Ken Thomas stated that the dates are June 6 & 7, and that the
motorcycles have not been selected yet. They are looking for a new chief judge.
Points: Points Chairman Amy Tulk reported that the Good Guy and Competition points will be
calculated through the St Nix Trix event this weekend and the membership meeting next week
and will be published, but reminded that those points will change due to adding chairmanship
points, and reversal of low competition event scores.
Flagging: Flag Marshall Jim Tulk reported that the next event is the VARA University event
January 18 & 19, that it is a Pay-For-Play event, and that the hotel will be the National 9 in
Buttonwillow. Jeanette has not yet confirmed the other dates.
Raffle: Raffle Chairman Ken Thomas noted that the year-end raffle will be gift bags.
Spokesman: Spokesman Editor Sandi Sherwood explained that she has decided to print the
Spokesman in color every month, instead of just special months, because she found that the
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December BoG Meeting Minutes Continued:
black ink in the printer goes down much faster than the colored inks, and that she is not saving
money by printing in black and white.
Website: Webmaster Sandi Sherwood reported that the website is up and running.
Merchandise: Marilyn Gettys reminded that the merchandise inventory list is in the Spokesman,
LBGP: Sandi Sherwood stated that planning for the Grand Prix is underway.
Old Business: Members of the Board noted that the proposed new rallye General Regulations
has not yet been received for approval.
New Business:
1. Shirts for new Grand Prix Managers were discussed.
2. Marilyn Gettys distributed a copy of the Directory and requested that everyone review their
entries for changes.
Announcements: Laurie Glumm continues to be having issues with the infection in her leg
where she was injured last month. She could be out of work for several more weeks.
Meeting Adjourned: Jim Elsten made a motion that the meeting be adjourned, which was
seconded by Richard Sherwood, and approved by all. The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Tulk
Recording Secretary

Happy New Year
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General Membership Meeting Minutes
November 14th, 2019
President Sandi Sherwood brought the 839th consecutive monthly meeting of the
Long Beach MG Club to order at 7:59 p.m.
Board Members Present: Marilyn Gettys, Richard Sherwood, Sandi Sherwood, Ken Thomas,
Amy Tulk, and Jim Tulk
Guests: Greeter Lois Gettys announced that there were no guests.
Minutes: President Sandi Sherwood called for any additions or corrections to the November
general meeting minutes as published in the December Spokesman. Jim Elsten made a motion
that the minutes be accepted as published. The motion was seconded by Ken Thomas. All in
favor, none opposed, no abstentions.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Marilyn Gettys read the bank balances as of Dec. 5, 2019, from
her monthly report.
Committee Reports:
Membership: Membership Chair Jim Tulk explained that he has received a few renewals and
that membership renewal forms are on the back table.
Social: None.
Events: Events Chair Ken Thomas explained that all of the 2019 events have been run. Ken
also remarked that the St Nix Trix was very much like St Nix Trix of the past, run primarily in
the Long Beach area, and that he liked it.
Time Bandits – March 14, 2020 - Phil Glumm explained that it has a new starting point, and
that there will be more info to come.
Concours: Concours Chairman Ken Thomas explained that he is about to send out the
postcards, and that we will have a new Chief Judge. Mervyn Radley explained that he will be
sending out Save the Date notices for the Saturday portion of the event.
Points: Points Chairman Amy Tulk explained that the points will be calculated through the
meeting, and will be published in the next Spokesman; but reminded that the final points will
change after the publishing.
Flagging: Flag Marshal Jim Tulk explained that he still had not heard back from Jeanette to
confirm the dates for the events, other than the University date which is January 18 & 19,
2020, and the banquet on February 29.
Raffle: Ken Thomas described the raffle prizes:
Eleven gift bags
Grand Prize: Large Christmas Basket
Spokesman: Editor Sandi Sherwood explained that she is going to start printing every issue
of the Spokesman in color because it is not saving the cost of ink to print in black and white.
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December GM Meeting Minutes Continued:
Sandi also requested more articles from members describing how they found and became
members of the Club.
Website: Webmaster Sandi Sherwood explained that it is up and going.
Merchandise: Merchandise Chair Marilyn Gettys explained that the merchandise is at her
house, that there is an inventory list in the Spokesman, and that Karen Lewis is still available
for custom embroidery.
Grand Prix: Sandi Sherwood reported that the invitations are being stuffed next week, and that
they will be going out at the start of the year.
Old Business: Phil Glumm provided copies of the proposed new rallye General Regulations.
New Business:
1. Sandi Sherwood wanted the record to indicate that when she only brought the idea of
making Dan Dickinson the permanent #1 member of the club; it had been Rick Gettys idea
that she had passed on. Rick Gettys made a motion that the #1 membership be permanently
assigned to Dan Dickinson. The motion was seconded by Phil Glumm. Approved by all, none
opposed, no abstentions.
2. Executive Secretary Jim Elsten explained that the ballot for the 2020 Board of Governors
included just 5 nominations for the 5 open positions, those being Marilyn Gettys, Phil Glumm,
Stephanie Himmelberger, Ken Thomas and Amy Tulk. Jim Elsten made a motion to elect those
members to the Board by acclimation. The motion was seconded by Lois and Rick Gettys.
Approved by all, none opposed, no abstentions.
3. Marilyn Gettys reminded everyone that a copy of the Directory was available and that we
should each look at it and indicate any changes that we want made to our information.
Announcements: None.
Clean Car: The December clean cars as chosen by Richard Sherwood were:
1st: - Mini Cooper – Phil & Merry Glumm
Alt - Toyota 4 Runner – Mervyn Radley
Dirty – Ford Explorer – Marilyn Gettys
Adjournment: Linda Maxwell made a motion that the meeting be
adjourned. The motion was seconded by Phil and Merry Glumm,
and approved by all. The meeting adjourned at 8:23.
Following the Meeting:
Refreshments and Raffle: Refreshment Chair Marie Thomas served an assortment of Christmas
cookies. Ken and Marie Thomas ran the raffle and the grand prize was won by Bonnie Elsten.
Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Tulk
Recording Secretary
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“They’re Taking Our Guns Away”
By Jim Elsten
This true story that occurred while I was in the United States Air Force has nothing what
so ever to do with the NRA or the Second Amendment. I just thought the title might get some
attention and lead to the reading this humble offering.
Perhaps a little background information is needed. I joined the United States Air Force on
November 17, 1957. I was sent to Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonia, Texas for basic
training. After four weeks and a battery of tests, I was sent to Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi,
Mississippi to be trained as a radar operator. This was a four-year enlistment, so my date of
discharge would be November 17, 1961. This discharge date has a great deal to do with
this story I’m about to recall. After radar school, I was stationed at a radar site in Ophiem,
Montana. This site was part of the “Pine-tree Line”, a series of radar sites across the upper US.
You may remember that this country was deeply involved in the “Cold War” with the USSR,
and these radar sites along with another chain of sites farther north, the “DEW Line” (Distance
Early Warning), were hopefully there to stop bombers with nuclear weapons from vaporizing
the good old USA. After ten months in Ophiem, I was reassigned to a brand-new radar site
in Dickinson, North Dakota. Then, some six months later, I was reassigned to a radar site in
Alaska. I only mention these assignments in that when returning from a remote station such
as Alaska, you can often request and get your next assignment. One of my roommates in
Alaska had previously been stationed in airborne radar at Otis Air Force Base on Cape Cod in
Massachusetts. He told me of the great times there during the summer, plus extra money in the
form of flight pay which is always welcome. So, I applied and got my next assignment at Otis
on Cape Cod.
As it turned out, being stationed at Otis was everything he had claimed plus the $108.00
additional pay per month was great. But by this time, I had decided that a career in the Air
Force was not what I wanted, so I applied for and was granted an early out to attend college.
My parents were living in Pittsburg, Kansas, and helped me apply for admittance into Pittsburg
State Teacher College. I was scheduled to be released on September 7, 1961.
Now if you are a history buff, you may recall that my approved discharge date somewhat
coincides with a little thing called the Cuban Missile Crisis. Due to this crisis, the US military
decided that all active enlisted personnel would be extended until farther notice as of September
1, 1961. So much for the college life for me. Ten planes and crews were selected from Otis and
another ten from McClellan Air Force Base near Sacramento, and we all were sent to McCoy
Air Force Base just outside Orlando, Florida. My crew and aircraft was selected as part of
the first deployment to McCoy and we arrived on December 20th. I remember thinking that
Christmas in Florida would be a lot warmer than Massachusetts. We had three of four radar
planes around Cuba at all times, and we use to joke that a mosquito couldn’t leave the ground
without us knowing. After two months, we were rotated back to Otis, and other planes from
the East and West Coasts were brought in to replace us.
So, I now get down the reason behind the title of this article. It’s mid-February and I’m still
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They’re Taking Our Guns Away Continued:
extended in the Air Force, but everything is back to normal operations. Our only change is that
during our flights we are to be visibly aware of any ships that may be Russian. Now those of
you that have been in military service know that sometimes things occur that just don’t make
any sense at all. The Air Force decided to send most of the Air Policemen from our base to
special training classes in North Carolina. To fill in for the missing Air Police, they selected
personnel from the airborne radar squadrons. I was one of those lucky souls that was selected
so I reported to the Air Police facility where we were given our schedules and informed that
we were to wear our class A uniform with our pants bloused, meaning they were rolled up at
the top of our flight boots which were to have a superior shine job. But most intriguing though
was a white web belt with a circle loop on one side for a nightstick, and a holster on the other
side that contained a 1911A Colt 45. We were all to report to the firing range the next day to
be instructed about the firearm, and its use. We were all given three clips of ammo, twenty-one
rounds, which we fired at standard targets at twenty-five feet. At that time, the Air Force was not
into firearms for most personnel, so some of those there had never fired a pistol, particularly
one of that caliber. I remember the sergeant in charge saying something to the affect that we
were only manning the guard shacks, so we couldn’t do much harm, but we were instructed to
never have a round in the chamber, thus making harder to shoot ourselves.
At that time, there were three roads that entered Otis Air Force Base. At each entrance there
was a small guard shack that during the day was manned by two individuals, but from 6:00pm
till 6:00am was manned by a single individual. We “volunteers” were one of the two during
the day, but we were all by ourselves at night. You worked four hours on, then two off, and
four on again. During your two hours off, you could get something to eat at the all-night mess
hall nearby, but you were expected to stay in the area at all times. During the day and early
evening, you were busy. As a car approached, if it had a red decal in the lower left windshield,
that indicated an officer or his wife, and you saluted and waved them on base. If the decal
was blue, that indicated an enlisted individual or wife, so you simply waved them on base.
The hours from midnight on were very boring since you got very little traffic, particularly guard
shack three. But of course, falling asleep on the job was a major problem that could get you
court marshalled. You were taken out to your assigned post by a regular Air Policeman in a
pickup, and some of these anal sphincters would speed up just before reaching the guard shack,
kill the engine, turn off the lights, and coast in to see if they could catch us asleep. And finally,
to the purpose of this verbose article. One individual, to fight the boredom, was practicing his
quick draw skills. He would tuck in the flap that normally cover the handle of the weapon,
take out the clip, draw the gun, rack in back, and pull the trigger. Now, each guard shack had a
telephone, the old rotary dial variety, which was connected to the main switchboard on base.
To measure his speed, he was using the dial. He started by dialing the zero, and drawing and
pulling the trigger before the dial completed its return to its normal position. He had worked
his way up to betting the seven, and almost the six. But to his dismay, here came a car. He
inserted the clip, flipped the flap of the holster back into position, stepped out and waved the
car through the gate. He jumped back into the shack, tucked in the flap of the holster, dialed
six, draw, racked back the pistol, and pulled the trigger. Of course he had forgotten to remove
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THEY’RE TAKING OUR GUNS AWAY Continued:
the clip, so he chambered a round, and by chance was aiming at the phone when he pulled
the trigger, which he blow through the wall of the guard shack. Now at the main switchboard,
a light comes on as if someone was trying to make a call, but the operator couldn’t get any
response. So, she called the Air Police office and told them that something might be wrong at
Guard Shack Three. A buddy of mine was on duty that night, and went with the sergeant to
investigate. He said as they approached the guard shack you could see a hole in the side of
the shack with light shining out. Quickdraw McGraw as he was known from that day forward,
unfortunately lost a strip over the whole deal, but the next day when we reported to duty, we
were informed that we would not be issued any weapons, and we were to take the holster off
our white web belts. They took our guns away. We only had about a week left in this fiasco,
and then back to normal duty. The Air Force finally let me go on May 27, 1962, and if you
remember, the big deal with Kennedy calling Khrushchev’s bluff didn’t occur until October of
62 and I was long gone from the Air Force. So, I served four years, six months and ten days
in the United States Air Force. Oh, and one interesting tidbit, during that extra time I met and
started dating my lovely bride Bonnie. We were married the next March. Wasn’t a bad deal
after all.

Court and Sentencing Continued:
The appearance attorney said there was no need for us to be at the hearing in February, but
I had just seen the judge handing out warrants and hefty fines for people who had blown off
their court dates, and I told her I would to be there.
Come February and it was the same thing as in January – we are there, but the appearance
attorney is not. We wait and wait. She shows up late. She confers with the prosecuting
attorney during the break, and tells us that the restitution hearing is being taken off calendar,
and will be re-scheduled if they hear from LADWP that restitution needs to be made.
At this time I don’t hold a lot of faith in my attorney or his appearance attorney, and I have not
heard a word from either of them since February 2019. I presume that the restitution is no
longer an issue, but I am not confident of that, nor am I confident that a bench warrant has not
been issued for some hearing or other that I may not have been advised of.
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Next: DUI Class

2020 Race
Schedule

LBMG
DATE

EVENT

SANCTION

TRACK

WORKED

March 7 & 8. . . . . . . High Desert Challenge. . . . . . . VARA . . . Willow Springs		
May 16 & 17 . . . . . . British Extravaganza . . . . . . . . VARA . . . .  Buttonwillow			
October 3 & 4. . . . . Oktoberfest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VARA . . . .  Buttonwillow			
November 7 & 8 . . . Big Bore Bash . . . . . . . . . . . . . VARA . . . Willow Springs		

Pay For Play
DATE

EVENT

SANCTION

TRACK

WORKED

April 3 - 5. . . . . . . . . Spring Mountain Classic. . . . . VARA. . . . . Pahrump, NV.		

To work an LBMG or Pay-for-Play event and/or be added to the Flag Team/Scoring
mailing list..
Jim Tulk - e-mail: jvette383@gmail.com
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Letter From The Editor:

How did you find LBMG?
I would like everyone to send me an article on how you found the LBMG Club. It can be
short or long, it can have photos. I think it would be great to see how everyone found the club!
I put a short bit in my presidents message, so you can see what a small blurb could be. But, if
you didn't come to the club by a family member it would probably be a bit longer. I encourage
everyone to submit something. After all, we all found the club somehow!
merchandise
Remember, people in the club are spread all over, so please send me an article about what
you have been up to so that the rest of the club can keep up to date!
If you have any suggestions or ideas for content in the
MG w/ Logo
Spokesman please send them to me at
5.00
License Plate Frame
lbmgspokesman@icloud.com
merchandise

Shopping Bag

3.00

Lunch Box

3.00

🎉🥂🎊🎉🥂🎊🎉🥂🎊🎉🥂🎊🎉🥂🎊🎉🥂🎊🎉🥂🎊🎉

MG w/ Logo

Lanyard

5.00

Tire Pressure Gauge

3.00

Baseball Cap

15.00

License Plate Frame

5.00

Golf Towel

5.00

Shopping Bag

3.00

Tea Towel

5.00

Lunch Box

3.00

Bandana

5.00

Lanyard

5.00

MG Pin

Tire Pressure Gauge

3.00

Meeting Pin

5.00

Screwdriver Set

5.00

Baseball Cap

15.00

1blk. 3 white

10.00

Golf Towel

5.00

Patches

5.00

Tea Towel

5.00

Earplugs w/Case

1.00

Bandana

5.00

Name Badge w/Logo

2.00

Red Bags

5.00

MG Pin

10.00

Meeting Pin

5.00

Screwdriver Set

5.00

Patches

5.00

Earplugs w/Case

1.00

Name Badge w/Logo
Red Bags
Paul Gleason Litho

LBMG
Merchandise

Paul Gleason Litho

Flag Team

12.00

2.00

T-Shirt Long Sleeve

15.00

5.00

Towel

6.00

Bandana

6.00
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Flag Team

10.00

T-Shirt Short Sleeve

10.00

1blk. 3 white
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Spokesman Subscriptions
The SPOKESMAN, is available via the LBMG website in PDF format.

If you wish to receive a printed copy via mail,
the subscription price will be as follows:
US Mail .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $36.00 per year
Overseas Mail .  .  .  .  . $60.00 per year

LBMG
P.O. Box 99 90714-0099
, CA
Lakewood

Printing cost is $2.00 per issue
Mailing in US is $1.40 per issue
Mailing Overseas $3.00 per issue.

If you wish to subscribe, please send your check or money order to:
Long Beach MG Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 99, Lakewood, CA 90714-0099

Please include your Name and Address.

Thank You
Spokesman Editor & Publisher
Sandi Sherwood
& the LBMG Board of Governors.
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What’s Happening, Where and When!
Board of Governors 8 p.m.
Call a BoG member for location
of each month’s meeting

Membership Meeting 8 p.m.
College Park Clubhouse
808 Stevely Ave.
Long Beach

Spokesman Contributions
and Contest Entries
Sandi Sherwood
qcatgal@mac.com

January 2020

1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Years Day
5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BoG Meeting
9 . . . . . General Membership Meeting
13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editing Closes
20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Publishing
25 . . . . . . . 2020 Installation Banquet

Publishing
Sandi Sherwood

Website
Sandi Sherwood
qcatgal@mac.com

Club Logo Merchandise

February 2020

Marilyn Gettys
res125n2x@verizon.net

6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BoG Meeting
13 . . . . General Membership Meeting
14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Valentines Day
17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editing Closes
24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Publishing

Change of Address?
Please submit all changes of address
to Jim Tulk
jvette383@gmail.com
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Long Beach MG Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 99
Lakewood, CA 90714-0099

January
2020

