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Treasurer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Marilyn Gettys

Member .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Morris Berens
Member .  .  .  .  .  .  . Stephanie Himmelberger
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Member .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ken Thomas
Member .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jim Tulk

2019 Chairs

Concours Chair..........................Ken Thomas
Director of Racing......................... Bob Funk
Directory Editor......................... Karen Lewis
Directory Publisher....................... Bob Lewis
DoubleDay................... Ken & Marie Thomas
Events Chair...............................Ken Thomas
Flag Marshal..................................... Jim Tulk
Co Flag Marshal......................Morris Berens
Greeter........................................ Lois Gettys
Great Western.............................. Greg Fast,
Mike Peters
Historian.....................................Juanita Fast
Membership..................................... Jim Tulk
Merchandise.......................... Marilyn Gettys

Photographer.......................... Marie Thomas
Points Chair....................................Amy Tulk
Points Auditor..............................Juanita Fast
Property..... Phil Glumm, Richard Sherwood,
Laurie Glumm
Raffle............................ Ken & Marie Thomas
Refreshments.......................... Marie Thomas
St.. Nix Trix........................... Jim & Amy Tulk
Social Chair.................................Juanita Fast
Spokesman Editor................ Sandi Sherwood
Spokesman Publisher........... Sandi Sherwood
SteakBake.............................. Marilyn Gettys
Timing/Scoring........................ Ellen Lowery
Webmaster.......................... Sandi Sherwood

Club Membership Information
Annual membership dues for the Long Beach MG Club are $30.00, payable during January
and February. On April 1, the names of delinquent members are removed from the roster.
Reinstatement is possible through December of the current year. Please refer to your
Constitution for this provision. For those who seek membership during the year, dues are
pro-rated on a monthly basis. The initiation fee for new members is $5.00.
Club meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 8:00 p.m. at College Park
Clubhouse, 808 Stevely Ave., Long Beach.
For information regarding subscriptions to The Spokesman see page 24 of this issue.
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President’s Message

Hi Everyone,
It's July! Happy 4th of July everyone! I hope that everyone is
enjoying your Summer! It has been a nice one so far! Hope it stays
that way. This is the time of the season to be out barbecuing and
spending time with friends and family. Especially on or near the 4th,
but please be safe and sane with the fireworks!
At the end of this month we have SteakBake. Please remember
to get your RSVP to Marilyn by July 21st ( See the June Spokesman
for more information). I can't wait, it is always a lot of fun. I'm sure
you all have you table decorations ready or at least in the works! I
usually end up waiting til the last minute!!!! LOL
Our next Rallye is Double Day on September 7 & 8 to Tehachapi!
I am looking forward to that! Our racing season is on break til
September 14 & 15.
So everyone have a GREAT summer and see you all soon!
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Double Day 2019

“ALL ABOARD FOR TEHACHAPI”

We are returning to Tehachapi for 2019 Double Day.
Hopefully with new roads and views and familiar accommodations.
The event may be run competitively or as tour.
DATE: September 7-8, 2019
START: To be determined
OVERNIGHT: Best Western Country Park Hotel in Tehachapi
PRICE: $140:00 per car including room and dinner for two.
Trophies for each entry. After all everyone who accepts the challenge is a winner!
RESERVATION AND PAYMENT DUE BY AUGUST 1st
Check made out to LBMG
CONTACT: Ken Thomas at 562-421-0490
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How We found the LBMG Club!
Why We Joined the Long Beach MG Club
Jim Elsten
Under the threat of bodily harm, I’ve decided to write this short story of how Bonnie and I
came to be members of the Long Beach MG Club. A little background information is needed,
so let’s go back in history and see what we can remember.
Bonnie and I were married on March 3rd,1963 in Massachusetts. She was still in college
and I had gotten out of the United States Air Force and was working for Ralston-Purina as a
warehouseman. We decided to see if Bonnie could get a teaching job in Southern California
since I wanted to attend college and it was very expensive in Mass. I had two friends that
I knew in the Air Force that were from Long Beach, and they told me how cheap it was to
attend Long Beach City College and Long Beach State. We were very fortunate in that Bonnie
interviewed and received a teaching position in Long Beach. So, we were faced with a trip
across this wonderful country but the 56 Buick convertible I owned certainly wouldn’t make
the trip. We shopped around and decided on a 1957 Triumph TR3. We packed most of our
earthly belonging into that small car, plus a cat we had adopted, and headed West. We were
too poor to afford motels, so we camped out most nights using a pup tent, that consisted of two
shelter halves that buttoned together. For comfort, we had air mattresses and two sleeping bags
that zipped together. {We were newlyweds after all.) We stopped in Kansas and Oklahoma
so Bonnie could meet my parents, sister, and most of my extended family. All in all, it was a
great trip with lots of memories, but I certainly
wouldn’t attempt such a journey now.
After a few years and some problems with
the TR3, we decided to upgrade and purchased
a 63 MGB. Great little car that we drove back
to Cape Cod for the summer one year. The next
summer, we made a mad dash back to Kansas
for my sister’s wedding. Bonnie couldn’t get
away until after her last day luncheon on Friday
afternoon, and the wedding was the next Sunday.
We shared the driving and made it in a little
less than twenty-three hours. The trip back was
almost as hurried since I had a summer school
class starting the next Tuesday.
Now it must have been around this time that
the MG Club learned that we owned an MG. As
I understand it, Walt Harper, a CHP officer had
gotten a print-out of all MG owners in Southern
California and we received a letter inviting
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We found the LBMG Club! Continued:
us to a meeting. We didn’t respond right away since we had traded in the MGB in on a
new 1968 Triumph TR250, and didn’t know if we would be accepted into the club. On
the second Thursday in November of 1968 we attended our first meeting, liked what we
saw and heard, and joined that very night. Unlike the clubs in the UK, New Zealand, or
Australia, the ownership of an MG was not mandatory. Walt Harper was the President of the
club at that time, and Paul Russell was the Flag Marshall. After two months of hearing Paul
give a flagging report, I approached him after the meeting and
asked how I could get involved with the flag team. His
response was,” Show up”, which I did
the next event at Riverside in February
of 1969. And the rest has been a great
time with many wonderful friends, and
unforgettable memories.

See how Dottie Dickinson found LBMG in next months issue!

Dues R Past Due!!
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Past Due!
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Make check payable to LBMG and mail to:
Long Beach MG Club Inc.
PO Box 99
Lakewood, CA 90714-0099

Member Renewal ($30/year). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $_____________
Spokesman Subscription (including postage)($36/year). .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $_____________
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Total. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $_____________

DUI Attorney or Self Representation? That is the Question
Part One in a Series by Amy Tulk

So yes, I got a DUI. I was mortified and frightened. I didn’t want anyone to know, and told
only a very few people who are very close to me.
Jim had wanted me to hire an attorney, and not throw myself on the mercy of the courts,
and I took his advice. My attorney fee was $10,000.
Driving drunk was a huge mistake, but hiring an attorney was also a big mistake for me.
In California, once you are convicted of a DUI, you will be sentenced, and your sentence
will include DUI classes at a licensed DUI class provider. It was in these classes that I brought
up the question of whether a DUI attorney is helpful, or not, because in my experience, my
attorney had caused me more harm than good. The response I received was that if it is your first
DUI and you did not kill anyone, there is nothing that an attorney can do for you. It was further
stated that the attorney knows that they can’t help you, but they will take your money anyway.
Additionally, it was his opinion that the reason attorneys can get away with this is that people
who get DUI convictions don’t tell people about it. It is all very hush hush.
That was me – a DUI conviction, and I told essentially no one about it.
So, I decided I would tell people about it, and make my opinion known. I am writing a
series of articles for the Spokesman that I hope will help anyone who finds themselves in my
situation to avoid some of the pitfalls I have encountered.
My first bit of advice? If you get a DUI represent yourself. If you represent yourself, you
can talk to the judge. If you have a private attorney, you are not allowed to talk to the judge,
even if your attorney doesn’t show up in court, but you are there with the documents the court
requested. (This happened to me twice!) They will not let you provide the documents, nor will
you be allowed to talk to the judge, all because you have a private attorney. You will be told
this in court after you have just seen any number of people representing themselves, providing
documents and talking to the judge.
California drunk driving laws are cookie-cutter; there

DRINK
&
DRIVE

is no leniency in sentencing. You get what you get. If
this – then that. Simple. Take your lumps, keep the
attorney out of it, and the attorney fees in your pocket;
you will be needing them.
Next:
What Happens When You Get a DUI in California?
The Gift In The Mess
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Flagging Through the Centuries
by Paul Russell

(as submitted for the 50th Anniversary Book)

Now it is not true that I started flagging at the
chariot races in Rome. That was some other dude in
Ben Hur on Turn Four at the Coliseum. With my bony
legs, I would never take a job that involved wearing
only a toga.
It was a few years ago, however, that I first learned
the joys of exposing my body and mind to the world
of road racing. I had seen sports cars race before. In
about 1951, I drove to an oval track which I think was
at about 139th and Western where I viewed a sports
car race on dirt. I can recall a Jaguar roadster which
impressed me. There was a Muntz Jet driven by Sam
Hanks. The winner was a little green car with open
wheels called a Cooper and I suspect it was a Formula
Two car. Most interesting but no particular flagging
crew that I can remember.
Some time later, I journeyed far into the Santa
Monica Mountains to a place called Paramount Ranch
where I sat on a grass hillside and watched sports cars
whip around a narrow paved course that included a tunnel where the track crossed over itself.
I still enjoy seeing that venue in old racing movies.
Actually standing on a corner as fun never occurred to me until some time later. Two fellow
claims adjusters working for the insurance company that I had joined became friends. One day
one of them, either John Hooper or Ernie Reget, started discussing an upcoming race. My ears
perked up, very visible with the short haircuts of the time. Sure enough, these two guys actually
got to get into the races at Riverside for free! Better yet, they got to stand right on the corners
with the cars racing by mere feet away! Whoa, I thought I had died and gone to heaven. It
turned out that this Flag Team was always looking for fresh meat…er…new recruits. And
arrangements were made. I joined Long Beach MG Club since that organization furnished the
Flag Team for the races and, I later learned, the Scoring Team.
That first weekend is all a blur, and not caused by alcohol. I remember wearing my fresh
whites which lacked any sort of badge or emblem. There was an immense crowd of grizzled
veterans who were members of the team. This was all under the august (or it could have been
some other month) presence of Flag Marshal Merle Stanfield. I was assigned to work with a
Turn Marshal and that might have been Dale Davis, or Jim McQuillin. Scary people, or so it
seemed, much like the DI's I knew from the Marine Corps.
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Flagging Through the Centuries Continued:
The instructions were simple. Two flag men stood right on the edge of the track at the
geographical apex. One of us faced traffic and held a wire framed green plastic paddle which
let drivers know that the course beyond our position was clear. The second flag man faced
away from traffic, paying attention to both the track beyond us as well as our Turn Marshal,
some distance down the track from us.
Woe to he who missed any signal from his Turn Marshal. Shame on the person facing traffic
who failed to warn his partner of impending doom. I can recall the same feeling I had playing
right field in grammar school baseball games. "Please don't hit it my way, please, please." In
this case it was 'Please don't spin in our corner, don't, don't." I just knew that I would screw up
although apparently I never did, or if I did, it was unnoticed.
Each race during the day involved a rotation of the flag teams from corner to corner, riding
in the Long Beach MG Club chariots which were pulled by MGA roadsters. A classy show for
the spectators. An amusing show when a flag man would step off the back of the chariot while
it was still moving. That normally resulted in an ass over teakettle tumble with flag man and
water jug flying along the abrasive pavement. I believe I avoided that faux pas or at least my
memory of such an event is clouded by the passage of time.
Races were endless, or so it seemed. The Times Grand Prix at Riverside was an endurance
test for flag men (no women were then permitted as was true in other chauvinistic enterprises
of the time) since those events went for hundreds of miles and what seemed like hours. There
may still be the marks in the dirt that flaggers used to denote the passage of laps. There was
always the problem of boredom after the first few laps. Once the cars spread out over the track,
it was often difficult to keep alert. It was unnerving to have your back to traffic and hear what
seemed like snores coming from your partner who was facing oncoming cars. I don't think
anyone ever fell asleep in that position but I did hate to work with people who wore mirror sun
glasses so you couldn't see if their eyes were open.
Riverside, in those days, was still in a relatively primitive condition compared to the facility
we knew in later years. The tower was the old Los Angeles Airport open metal frame structure.
The S turns, Two through Five were not graded down as they were in later years so they were
truly blind corners. Early morning starts at Riverside Raceway were often delayed because
of fog. And there were delays during the race day when winds would kick up dust from the
unimproved fields to the west such that drivers could no longer see the track.
Fun days. Good lunches. And beer, my Lord, the beer at the end of each race day. And
the motels…the Farmhouse in Riverside. Flaggers had to pay for their own rooms so two of us
would rent a room, and split the cost with the other six guys who piled in later. And the ugly
sounds on Sunday mornings after the Saturday night party.
Flagging today is safer and saner and better from almost every standpoint. Ah, but those
memories linger on. And I haven't even touched on Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, early
Willow Springs, and Pomona. Too many good memories with so many good people.
Paul
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2019 SCHEDULE
MARCH
APRIL
MAY

JUNE

JULY
AUG.
SEPT.

10
24
7
14
11
26
1
2
8
23
14
20
28
18
24
1
22

Streets of St. Petersburg
Circuit of the Americas
Barber Motorsports Park
Streets of Long Beach
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Road Course
The 103rd Indianapolis 500
Streets of Detroit - Race 1
Streets of Detroit - Race 2
Texas Motor Speedway
Road America
Streets of Toronto
Iowa Speedway
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course
Pocono Raceway
Gateway Motorsports Park
Portland International Raceway
WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca
Schedule subject to change.
Oval
Street/Road Course
Found on IndyCar.com
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July

4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Independence Day
11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BoG Meeting @ 7
11 General Membership Meeting @ 8
15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editing Closes
22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Publishing
28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SteakBake

Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4

Friday

Saturday

5

6

12

13

Independence
Day

7

8

9

10

11

BoG Meeting @ 7
GM Meeting @ 8

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Editing
Closes

Publishing

Bake

Steak

1010

August

1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BoG Meeting
8 . . . . . General Membership Meeting
12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editing Closes
19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Publishing

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

BoG
Meeting

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Editing
Closes

Publishing

GM
Meeting
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Good Guy Points
Good Guy Points as Calculated through
June 20th, 2019

Good Guy Points as Calculated Through June 20, 2019
Members
Juanita Fast
1
Jim Tulk
2
Jim Elsten
3
Mervyn Radley
4
tie Ken Thomas
tie Marie Thomas
Richard Sherwood
7
tie Sandi Sherwood
Marilyn Gettys
9
10 Linda Maxwell
11 Phil Glumm
12 Bob Funk
13 Laurie Glumm
14 Tom Jones
tie Bea Nickerson
tie Stephanie Himmelberger
17 Jeanette Bourke
tie Dennis Connor
tie Greg Fast
tie Iler Ganz
tie Ellen Lowery
tie Kassie Martinez
tie Bob Micheletti
tie Wayne Phelan
tie Les Thompson
tie Bobby Webster

330
265
260
215
215
215
210
210
200
190
155
150
130
125
125
110
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
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Members
27
Lois Gettys
tie
Rick Gettys
29
Ron Ferguson
tie
Curtis Himmelberger
tie
Ernie Prokopovych
tie
Bruce West
33
Amy Tulk
34
Morris Berens
35
Leanne Aguilar
36
Mike Peters
37
Dawn Warren
38
Garth Reid
tie
Tony Sage
tie
Ron Spring

100
100
75
75
75
75
70
50
45
30
15
10
10
10

Associates
Bonnie Elsten
1
Barbara Funk
2
Laura Hines
3
Rick Bush
4
Merry Glumm
5
David Aguilar
6
Lynee Schneider
tie
Patricia West
tie
Patricia Ganz
9
Andrew Martinez
10

200
150
140
130
85
75
75
75
25
15

Competition Points
Good Guy Points as Calculated through
June 20th, 2019

		
Members

TB

MR

Total

1

Phil Glumm

100

100

200

2

Ken Thomas

97

97

194

tie

Marie Thomas

97

97

194

4

Laurie Glumm

91

94

185

5

Amy Tulk

94

85

179

tie

Jim Tulk

94

85

179

7

Mike Peters

82

88

170

8

Jim Elsten		

100

100

tie

Kassie Martinez

10

Leanne Aguilar		

91

91

tie

Stephanie Himmelberger		

91

91

12

Greg Fast		

88

88

13

Dawn Warren

85		

85

14

Juanita Fast

82		

82

100		

100

Associates
1

Merry Glumm

90

100

190

2

Rick Bush

91

94

185

3

Bonnie Elsten		

100

100

4

Andrew Martinez

85		

85

Upcoming Rallyes:
Double Day.  .  .  .  .  . Sept. 7 & 8
Great Western .  .  .  . October TBA
St. Nix Trix.  .  .  .  .  .  . December TBA

Events Run:
Time Bandits
Museum Run
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Board of Governors Meeting Minutes
June 6, 2019
President Sandi Sherwood called the meeting of the
Long Beach MG Club Board of Governors to order at 8:00 p.m.
Members Present: Morris Berens, Jim Elsten, Marilyn Gettys, Stephanie Himmelberger,
Richard Sherwood, Sandi Sherwood, Ken Thomas, Amy Tulk, and Jim Tulk.
Guests: Guests: Leanne Aguilar, Marie Thomas
Minutes: A motion to accept the May 2019 minutes as published in the June 2019 Spokesman
was made by Ken Thomas and Jim Elsten and seconded by Stephanie Himmelberger. Approved
by all, none opposed, no abstentions.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Marilyn Gettys distributed a financial report showing activity
through May, 2019, and presented bills for payment for refreshments and raffles. Marilyn added
that payment for the pre-approved Buttonwillow hotel expense was made after the general
meeting last month. Stephanie Himmelberger made a motion that the bills be paid. The motion
was seconded by Richard Sherwood. Approved by all, none opposed, no abstentions. Marilyn
also explained that she needs a letter from our insurance company for the picnic. Ken Thomas
stated that he would contact the insurance company.
Membership: Membership Chairman Jim Tulk reported that he had sent e-mails to 7
outstanding members, but one of them he had sent by mistake, so there are only six. One of
those he found out has a new e-mail address, so he resent the e-mail. One of the members
he contacted had a question about lifetime memberships, and stated that he would send dues
for both years 2019 and 2020.
Social: No report.
Events: Events Chairman Ken Thomas described the upcoming events:
Steakbake – July 28, 2019 – Ken Thomas stated that it is on a Sunday, and that even though
there will be no Funkhana, there will still be a Dust Bowl Concours.
Double Day – September 7 & 8, 2019 – Rallyemaster Ken Thomas stated that the destination
is Tehachapi.
Great Western – TBA
St. Nix Trix – TBA
Concours: Concours Chairman Ken Thomas stated that the Concours went well, and gave his
thanks to all who helped out. He reported that there had been 389 entrants, and that most of
the 105 judges who had signed up, showed up.
Points: Points Chairman Amy Tulk reported that the Good Guy and Competition points were
tabulated and sent to the Editor for publishing in the Spokesman, and also gave thanks to Jim
Elsten for getting the results of the Museum Run to her very quickly.
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June BoG Meeting Minutes Continued:
Flagging: Flag Marshall Jim Tulk reported that Tom Jones over-rode Jim’s corner assignments for
the flaggers at Buttonwillow on Saturday and again on Sunday, and that the Vagabond hotel
he had booked for the flaggers had been arbitrarily changed to a Motel 6, which was less than
desirable. Discussion followed.
Scoring: No report.
Raffle: Raffle Chairman Ken Thomas stated that there will be a raffle.
Spokesman: Spokesman Editor Sandi Sherwood stated that the articles sent in for the June
Spokesman were amazing, and thanked everyone who sent something in. Sandi said that the
Spokesman was a little larger than normal, but the cost to mail it had not changed.
Website: Webmaster Sandi Sherwood reported that the website has been updated and
includes the Museum Run results.
Merchandise: Marilyn Gettys reported that the merchandise is at her home, and that there is
a merchandise list in the Spokesman.
LBGP: No report.
Old Business: None
New Business: The need for a Scoring Report was discussed. Jim Elsten made a motion that we
remove the Scoring Report from the meeting agenda, the motion was seconded by Stephanie
Himmelberger. Approved by all, none opposed, no abstentions.
Announcements:
1. Jim Elsten announced that there will be a memorial for John Gawley at his home on June
30 from 1 to 4, and gave the address.
2. Sandi Sherwood announced that her Granddaughter had graduated from high school.
Meeting Adjourned: Jim Elsten made a motion that the meeting be adjourned, which was
seconded by Ken Thomas, and approved by all. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Amy Tulk
Recording Secretary
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General Membership Meeting Minutes
June 13, 2019
President Sandi Sherwood brought the 833rd consecutive monthly meeting of the
Long Beach MG Club to order at 8:00 p.m.
Board Members Present: Jim Elsten, Marilyn Gettys, Jim Tulk, Richard Sherwood, Stephanie
Himmelberger and Ken Thomas.
Guests: Greeter Lois Gettys announced that there were no guests.
Minutes: Jim Elsten made a motion that the May minutes be accepted as published in the June
2019 issue of the Spokesman. The motion was seconded by Ken Thomas. All in favor, none
opposed.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Marilyn Gettys reported the bank balances as of June 6.
Clean Car: Nobody present was interested in participating, so it was decided to skip it for the
June meeting.
Committee Reports:
Membership: Membership Chairman Jim Tulk reported that he had sent reminder e-mails to
those who had not yet renewed. One renewal has been received.
Social: No report.
Events: Ken Thomas, Events Chairman, reported on the following:
Steakbake – July 28, 2019. Ken noted that this is on a Sunday, and that there will be no
Funkhana. The rest of the usual events (table decorating, trivia, etc.) will still take place. He
also noted that, because there is no Funkhana, those who want to participate in the Dust Bowl
Concours can park in the upper lot when they arrive.
Great Western – Date in October to be determined.
St. Nix Trix – To be determined.
Museum Run – Rallyemaster Jim Elsten presented the 2nd place trophy to Ken and Marie
Thomas. He then reported that next year’s Run will be his last as Rallyemaster, and proposed
that it go to the Nethercutt Museum.
Concours: Ken reported that there had been 389 entries, with about the usual amount of
no-shows. He has no information yet on next year’s Concours.
Points: No report.
Flagging: Flag Marshal Jim Tulk stated that the next club flagging event is mid-September at
Willow Springs Raceway.
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June GM Meeting Minutes Continued:
Raffle: Ken Thomas described the items for tonight’s “All Partial-British” raffle:
1.	 Large bottle of Irish Crème Liqueur
2.	 Milano dark chocolate
3.	 Toby-style mug
4.	 Two MG coffee mugs with Walkers Shortbread Cookies
5.	 Manners of Downton Abbey DVD
6.	 Lantern
7.	Popcornopolis
8.	 Bottle of Sycamore Lane Chardonnay
9.	 Two MG coffee mugs with Walkers Shortbread Cookies
10.	 “Box of Walkers Shortbread Cookies
11.	 “Bonus Prize” of three Grand Prix T-shirts
Grand Prize: British-themed gift box
Spokesman: Spokesman Editor Sandi Sherwood reported that she had made an error in the
John Gawley tribute article and had corrected it on-line.
Website: Web Master Sandi Sherwood reported that it is working fine, everyone should check
it out.
Merchandise: Marilyn Gettys reported that the list of available merchandise is in the
Spokesman, and that Karen Lewis will do any embroidery needed.
Long Beach Grand Prix: No report.
Old Business: None.
New Business: None
Announcements: 1. Jim Elsten announced that all are invited to a celebration of John Gawley’s
life being put on by his family at his home in Seal Beach on June 30. Sandi said she would put
all of the details on the website.
2. Sandi noted that her Granddaughter had graduated from high school in Bakersfield.
Adjournment: Jim Elsten made a motion that the meeting be adjourned, which was seconded
by Linda Maxwell, and approved by all. The meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m.
Refreshments and Raffle: Marie Thomas served nuts, shortcake, strawberries, whipped cream,
and a variety of soft drinks. Ken Thomas conducted the raffle – the grand prize was won by
Linda Maxwell.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jim Tulk for Amy Tulk
Recording Secretary
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10 Things You Didn't Know About the Fourth of July
mentalfloss.com/By Jay Serafino/July 4, 2018

With 242 years of tradition behind it, the Fourth of July is one of America’s most cherished
holidays. It's when we celebrate our nation's mythology with a day off, a backyard barbecue,
and plenty of fireworks. But with all that history, you'd be forgiven if you didn't know quite
everything about July 4. So from the true story behind the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, to some staggering hot dog statistics, here are 10 things you might not know
about the Fourth of July.
1. THE DECLARATION WASN'T SIGNED ON JULY 4 (OR IN JULY AT ALL).
It might make for an iconic painting, but that famous image of all the Founding Fathers
and Continental Congress huddled together, presenting the first draft of the Declaration of
Independence for July 4, 1776 signing, isn't quite how things really went down.
As famed historian David McCullough wrote, "No such scene, with all the
delegates present, ever occurred at Philadelphia."
It's now generally accepted that the Declaration of
Independence wasn't signed on the Fourth of July—that's just
the day the document was formally dated, finalized, and
adopted by the Continental Congress, which had officially
voted for independence on July 2 (the day John Adams
thought we should celebrate). Early printed copies of the
Declaration were signed by John Hancock and secretary
Charles Thomson to be given to military officers and various political committees, but the bulk
of the other 54 men signed an official engrossed (finalized and in larger print) copy on August
2, with others to follow at a later date. Hancock (boldly) signed his name again on the updated
version.
So if you want to sound like a history buff at your family's barbecue this year, point out that
we're celebrating the adoption of the Declaration, not the signing of it.
2. THE FIRST CELEBRATIONS WEREN'T MUCH DIFFERENT THAN TODAY'S.
After years of pent-up frustration, the colonies let loose upon hearing the words of the
Declaration of Independence in 1776. Military personnel and civilians in the Bowling Green
section of Manhattan tore down a statue of King George III and later melted it into bullets;
the King’s coat of arms was used as kindling for a bonfire in Philadelphia; and in Savannah,
Georgia, the citizens burnt the King in effigy and held a mock funeral for their royal foe. 		
Independence Day celebrations began to look a bit more familiar the following year, as the
July 18, 1777 issue of the Virginia Gazette describes the July 4 celebration in Philadelphia:
"The evening was closed with the ringing of bells, and at night there was a grand 		
exhibition of fireworks, which began and concluded with thirteen rockets on the
		 commons, and the city was beautifully illuminated. Every thing was conducted with
		
the greatest order and decorum, and the face of joy and gladness was universal."
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10 Things You Didn't Know About the Fourth of July Continued:
There were even ships decked out in patriotic colors lining harbors and streamers littering
city streets. Once you get past the mock funerals and rioting of 1776, modern
Independence Day celebrations have stuck pretty close to the traditions started in 1777.
3. EATING SALMON ON THE FOURTH IS A TRADITION IN NEW ENGLAND.
The tradition of eating salmon on the Fourth of July began in New England
as kind of a coincidence. It just so happened that during the middle
of the summer, salmon was in abundance in rivers throughout
the region, so it was a common sight on tables at the time. It
eventually got lumped in to the Fourth and has stayed that
way ever since, even with the decline of Atlantic salmon.
To serve salmon the traditional New England way, you'll
have to pair it with some green peas. And if you're really striving for
18th-century authenticity, enjoy the whole meal with some turtle soup, like
John and Abigail Adams supposedly did on the first Fourth of July. (You can still be a patriot
without the soup, though.)
4. MASSACHUSETTS WAS THE FIRST STATE TO RECOGNIZE THE HOLIDAY.
Massachusetts recognized the Fourth of July as an official holiday on July 3, 1781, making
it the first state to do so. It wasn't until June 28, 1870 that Congress decided to start designating
federal holidays, with the first four being New Year's Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving,
and Christmas. This decreed that those days were holidays for federal employees.
However, there was a distinction. The Fourth was a holiday "within the District of Columbia"
only. It would take years of new legislation to expand the holiday to all federal employees.
5. THE OLDEST ANNUAL FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION IS HELD IN BRISTOL,
RHODE ISLAND.
Eighty-five years before the Fourth of July was even recognized as a federal holiday, one
tradition began that continues to this day. Billed as "America's Oldest Fourth of July Celebration,"
the town of Bristol, Rhode Island, has been doing Independence Day right since 1785.
The festivities began just two years after the Revolutionary War ended, and 2017 will be its
232nd entry. Over the years the whole thing has expanded well beyond July 4; the town of
23,000 residents now begins to celebrate the United States on Flag Day, June 14, all the way
through to the 2.5-mile July 4 parade. What began as a "patriotic exercise"—meaning church
services—has morphed into a cavalcade of parades, live music, food, and other activities.
6. AND THE SHORTEST PARADE IS IN APTOS, CALIFORNIA.
From the oldest to the shortest, the Fourth of July parade in Aptos, California,
is just a hair over half a mile long. Taking up two city blocks,
and measuring just .6 miles, this brief bit of patriotism features
antique cars, decorated trucks, and plenty of walkers. Afterward,
there's a Party in the Park, where folks can enjoy live music, food,
and games.
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7. THERE ARE AROUND 15,000 INDEPENDENCE DAY FIREWORKS
CELEBRATIONS EVERY YEAR.
According to the American Pyrotechnics Association, around 15,000
fireworks displays will take place for the Fourth of July holiday (even
if some aren't exactly on July 4). Though pricing varies, most small
towns spend anywhere from $8000-$15,000 for a fireworks display,
with larger cities going into the millions, like the Boston Pops Fireworks
Spectacular at around $2.5 million.
8. WE'LL EAT AN OBSCENE AMOUNT OF HOT DOGS.
Around 150 million, to be more specific—that's how many hot dogs will be
consumed by Americans on the Fourth of July. According to the National Hot
Dog and Sausage Council, that amount of dogs can stretch from Washington
D.C. to Los Angeles more than five times.
In 2016, 70 of those dogs were scarfed down by Joey Chestnut, who won
the annual Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating Competition for the ninth time.
9. AND WE'LL SPEND BILLIONS ON FOOD.
Americans will spend big on food and drinks this Fourth. Big to the tune of
around $7.1 billion when all is said and done, according to the National Retail Federation. This
includes food and other cookout expenses, averaging out to about $73 per person participating
in a barbecue, outdoor cookout or picnic.
Then comes the booze. The Beer Institute estimates that Americans will spend around $1
billion on beer for their Fourth celebrations, and more than $450 million on wine.
10. THREE PRESIDENTS HAVE DIED, AND ONE WAS BORN, ON THE FOURTH.
You probably know that both Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died on July 4, 1826—50
years to the day after the Declaration of Independence was adopted. They're not the only
presidents to have died on the Fourth, though; James Monroe—the nation’s fifth president—
died just a few years later on July 4, 1831.
Though the holiday might seem like it has it out for former
presidents, there was one future leader born
on Independence Day. The country's 30th
Commander-in-Chief, Calvin Coolidge,
was born on July 4, 1872.
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Letter From The Editor:

How did you find LBMG?
I would like everyone to send me an article on how you found the LBMG Club. It can be
short or long, it can have photos. I think it would be great to see how everyone found the
club! I put a short bit in my presidents message, so you can see what a small blurb could be.
But, if you didn't come to the club by a family member it would probably be a bit longer. I
encourage everyone to submit something. After all, we all found the club somehow!
merchandise
Remember, people in the club are spread all over, so please send me an article about what
you have been up to so that the rest of the club can keep up to date!
If you have any suggestions or ideas for content in the
MG w/ Logo
Spokesman please send them to me at
5.00
License Plate Frame
lbmgspokesman@icloud.com
merchandise

Shopping Bag

3.00

Lunch Box

3.00

Lanyard

5.00

Tire Pressure Gauge

3.00

🏖 🇺🇸 🏖 🇺🇸 🏖 🇺🇸 🏖 🇺🇸 🏖 🇺🇸 🏖 🇺🇸 🏖 🇺🇸

MG w/ Logo

Baseball Cap

15.00

License Plate Frame

5.00

Golf Towel

5.00

Shopping Bag

3.00

Tea Towel

5.00

Lunch Box

3.00

Bandana

5.00

Lanyard

5.00

MG Pin

Tire Pressure Gauge

3.00

Meeting Pin

5.00

Screwdriver Set

5.00

Baseball Cap

15.00

1blk. 3 white

10.00

Golf Towel

5.00

Patches

5.00

Tea Towel

5.00

Earplugs w/Case

1.00

Bandana

5.00

Name Badge w/Logo

2.00

Red Bags

5.00

MG Pin

10.00

Meeting Pin

5.00

Screwdriver Set

5.00

Patches

5.00

Earplugs w/Case

1.00

Name Badge w/Logo
Red Bags
Paul Gleason Litho

Flag Team

LBMG
Merchandise

Paul Gleason Litho

Flag Team

10.00

T-Shirt Short Sleeve

12.00

2.00

T-Shirt Long Sleeve

15.00

5.00

Towel

6.00

Bandana

6.00

10.00

1blk. 3 white
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2019 Race
Schedule

LBMG
DATE

EVENT

SANCTION

TRACK

WORKED

March 23 & 24. . . . . High Desert Challenge. . . . . . . VARA . . . Willow Springs

X

May 4 & 5 . . . . . . . . British Extravaganza . . . . . . . . VARA . . . .  Buttonwillow

X			

Sept. 14 & 15. . . . . . Commemorative Road Races. . VARA . . . Willow Springs		
October 5 &6. . . . . . Oktoberfest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VARA . . . .  Buttonwillow			
November 3 & 4 . . . Big Bore Bash . . . . . . . . . . . . . VARA . . . Willow Springs		

Pay For Play
DATE

EVENT

SANCTION

TRACK

January 18-20 . . . . . . .  Speedfest. . . . . . . .  VARA. . . . . . AutoClub Raceway

WORKED
X

To work an LBMG or Pay-for-Play event and/or be added to the Flag Team/Scoring
mailing list..
Jim Tulk - e-mail: jvette383@gmail.com
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Spokesman Subscriptions
The SPOKESMAN, is available via the LBMG website in PDF format.

If you wish to receive a printed copy via mail,
the subscription price will be as follows:
US Mail .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $36.00 per year
Overseas Mail .  .  .  .  . $60.00 per year
LBMG
P.O. Box 99 90714-0099
, CA
Lakewood

Printing cost is $2.00 per issue
Mailing in US is $1.40 per issue
Mailing Overseas $3.00 per issue.

If you wish to subscribe, please send your check or money order to:
Long Beach MG Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 99, Lakewood, CA 90714-0099

Please include your Name and Address.

Thank You
Spokesman Editor & Publisher
Sandi Sherwood
& the LBMG Board of Governors.
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What’s Happening, Where and When!
Board of Governors 8 p.m.
Call a BoG member for location
of each month’s meeting

Membership Meeting 8 p.m.
College Park Clubhouse
808 Stevely Ave.
Long Beach

Spokesman Contributions
and Contest Entries
Sandi Sherwood
qcatgal@mac.com

Publishing

July 2019

Sandi Sherwood

4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Independence Day
11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BoG Meeting @ 7
11 General Membership Meeting @ 8
15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editing Closes
22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Publishing
28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SteakBake

Website
Sandi Sherwood
qcatgal@mac.com

Club Logo Merchandise
Marilyn Gettys
res125n2x@verizon.net

August 2019

1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BoG Meeting
8 . . . . . General Membership Meeting
12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editing Closes
19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Publishing

Change of Address?
Please submit all changes of address
to Jim Tulk
jvette383@gmail.com
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Long Beach MG Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 99
Lakewood, CA 90714-0099

July
2019

